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1. Description of each on-campus student housing 
facility fire safety system.  

HEA defines a fire safety system as any mechanism or 
system related to the detection of a fire, the warning resulting 
from a fire, or the control of a fire. This may include sprinkler 
systems or other fire extinguishing systems, fire detection 
devices, stand-alone smoke alarms, devices that alert one to 
the presence of a fire, such as horns, bells, or strobe lights; 
smoke-control and reduction mechanisms; and fire doors and 
walls that reduce the spread of a fire. 

What does this mean? 

Your statement should describe the fire safety system in 
each of your on-campus student housing facilities. It isn’t 
enough to provide a general description of fire safety systems 
that encompasses all of the facilities. A reader should be able to 
look for a specific facility and read a description for that 
facility. 

If you are not sure whether a specific mechanism or 
system is part of a fire safety system, ask yourself if the 
mechanism or system is related to the: 

• Detection of a fire,  

• Warning resulting from a fire, or  

• Control of a fire.  

For example, your institution might have egress lighting 
in the dormitories. Although egress lighting can be an element 
of a campus safety system, it is not part of a fire safety system 
because it is not used to detect, warn of or control a fire. 

The elements included in HEA’s definition of a fire 
safety system are examples. The fire safety system or systems 
you describe may differ.  

You have flexibility in how your institution addresses 
this requirement. Your goal is to ensure that, at a minimum, 
students have enough information to understand what type of 
fire safety system is used in each on-campus student housing 
facility. For example, you may create a table that lists each 
student residential facility by name and has columns for 
checking whether a facility has any or all of the various 
systems and mechanisms identified, such as smoke alarms, fire 
doors, sprinkler systems, etc. If you use terms such as “full” or 




